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I Register No. Minute Sheet No. 

+ 

5. 

Observation never opened. 21 Army Group. 

N.Q. P.D.G. on present information. \ 

1 

F.2.a./LMG. 

1V.T2;44.'“ - . , J - 


13.5.45. 

Up to date summary of AMIS' case. 

5a 1 


17. 



AMIS' case dropped* Released from the Army. 

(see 16a.) 


F. 2. a* /UvlG. 

3. 11* 45. 


1 

(3905) 

Wt. 60478/4992 300m. 4/44 C.&Co. 745(8) J.7022 

[P.T. OVI-R. 1 
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MINUTE 

SHEET Reference 

,.293.244.. | 


rievioua serials not minuted 

11 



1 4 .4.49 

From d.J. Hatfield re ALLIS 


12 


11a 

1 

From u.O. Oxford re *4JS 


13. 


12a 

1 14.4.515. 



14. 


13a j 

1 21.. 4 .55. 

A 

« 


15. 

. ... 4. r. 

"14a. , j 

|l2.Z,Tf5. 

Vetting enquiry from Foreign Office. 


15a. 




16. 



28.4.55 

F. 3 summery of information 


17. 


16a ] 

I 4.5.55. 

Letter to Foreign Office. 


13 

* 

17 a. 1 

15.5.55. 

S.Forrn 283 to 30 Oxford. 




13a J 

• 



19 



13.5.55. 

S.Fcrm 252A to 00 Swansea. 


20. 


19a 1 

M3.5.55. 

Letter from Foreign Office. 

21. 


. 

20a. I 

21.6.55. 

From O.G. Swansea. 

22 



21a. I 

21.7.55 

To ]£. I. 6. 




22a I 

HS831 Wtl0505/4396 




THIS IS A COPY 
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 
3(4) OE THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
ACT 1958 Ozvmoa4-| <& 


4/521,000,000 JC&S 
Led. Gp736/209 

(REGIMINTt 

CODE 5-34-0 





[OVER ] 
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|i 22. 


1 7.6.55 From C.C. Swansea, 

22a | 

1 23. 


r: 5.4»56* Ext from Party Piece. 

23 z 

ft 29.5.5. Fran CC. Suva ns ea. 

23 a 

. 24 


11.2.57* Cutting from Daily’.Yorker. 

24a. 

1 25 ‘ 



• 

V 12.2.57. Cutting from Daily Worker 

25a. 

14.2.57. Cutting from the Daily Worker. 

25 b. 

2 ( 6 . 

^ 1 

n * 

20.2.52. From C.C. Swansea 

B 

26a 3 

W »* • ■ 

1 27 ‘ 

* * • H 


• 

1 20.2.57. Cutting from the Daily Worker. 

27 a. ’ 

1 23. 

1 

1 15.3.57 From Foreign Office 

1 

28 a 1 

; 29 . 

• « • 1 

21.9.57. Draft repljr to Foreign Office. 

29a 1 

I '*V_ 
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Reference ??3j 244. 


pA. ™h( >7 ■ 


30. 


As .AMIS is back in this country, you will want to remove 
his name from the contact sheet of S. F. 497/Portugal. 


:Jc&r.3.57. 


20.11.57. 


2 £ August, 1957, 


31. 


To Foreign Office. 


31a 


U.S. Employment check 


32 a 


33. 


27. ,.57. 


WcTyMM/304 
11/54 939.000 


To U.S. Embassy. 


33a 


THIS IS A COPY 
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 
3(4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
ACT 1958 2c <L 


case. 


came to see me today about this 


AMIS was the subject of the U.S. employment 
vetting enquiry at 32a, in November last year. There is 
good evidence that he was a member of the Communist Party'* 
when an undergraduate at Oxford in 1942, and C.3 replied 
accordingly to the U.S. enquiry as at 33a. 

explained that AMIS had sub¬ 
sequently applied for a long term visitor's visa to the 
United States, in order to take up a job as lecturer at 
Princeton for a period of about one year. Since the U.S. 
Consulate was already in possession of the information at 
33a, which had not been regarded as adverse for the purpose 


© Crown Copyright 











The National Archives' reference KV-2-4399_06.jpg 


Minute 34 contd. 


of AMIS' employment, no vetting enquiry was made in 
connexion with the visa application. The visa was then 
granted, despite the report of early membership of the 
Communist Party. This, according to was due to ’ 

mistaken action by an inexperienced Consular official. 

The error has now been discovered by the 
Consulate, and in the light of 33a, the Consulate is now 
bound to make an official representation to the Department 
of Justice, in order to obtain official authority for the 
visa to remain valid. 

considers that the chances of this 
representation being successful are rather more than 98$. 


Before it is made, however, it 
Consulate to reinterview AMIS, 
to his signed affidavit to the 
been a member of the Communist 
on the basis of published press 


will be necessary for the 
with particular reference 
effect that he has never 
Party. They will do this 
material only - and in 


particular AMIS' - denial (in the "Daily Worker" of 14th 
February 1957) of Marxist sympathies (25b). 

I pointed out to that, should it 

be finally decided that AMIS is not after all to be 
granted a visa, he is very likely indeed to make a public 
protest, especially since he wishes to travel with his 
wife and family in about three weeks' time. Although his 
protest could logically only be directed against the U.S. 
authorities, and could not involve this Service or its 
sources directly, I was sure that would agree with 

me that neither of us wanted any public protest if it 
could be avoided. He agreed. 

In conclusion, I said that I could see no 
objection to the course of action proposed, provided that 
the interview with AMIS is based on nothing but published 
newspaper material. Tweedy confirmed that this would be 


I thanked him for keeping us informed. 


878.58. 


-—> 

J c luc 

J.C. Robertson. 


.0. KV; I'h 




The Americans have told us that they are acting 
on AMIS* statement in 25b that *1 have experienced the 
ailment'. We shall have to take shelter behind that 
if necessary. 

Teyi 

D. G. 


11 . 8 . 58 . 
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Reference. 


P.F 293,244 


3.9.38. 


36, 


From the 


American Embassy. 


You will remember this case,which 
discussed with us. 

• , « 

hs informed me by telephone that 
a Consular officer had had 3. s tisfactory interview 
with AI T IS and accepted his assurances about his 
dissociation from the Party. 

AMIS was allowed to travel to the U.S.A. 
will confirm this in writing. 


C.3. 

57 ^. 58 . 


t 

H. H. Potter 




'T? 

O 

V • 1 


/ 


Flease refer to Minute 34. 


>7.1.1961. 


REGIMINT 

Cod# 18-75 


You may now like to note, 'from Minute 36, 
that the business of AMIS's U.S. visa has been 
satisfactorily settled. 


<..) ALJi 


J. C. Robertson, 


C. 

3.9.38. . 38 . 

Prom the Commonwealth Relations- Office. 

- F.4/l$S 59 ’ 

- - -i F - 

Before replying to the letter from C.fi.O. at 38a, I should 
be glad to know whether you have a contact at University College 
of Swansea, and if so , whether you would consider approaching 
him for his opinion# o*\ AMIS' political outlook. 



C.H> Nev 


L- 

t7in<rton£ 


C3/-./3 

7th February, 1961, 


CHN/AR 


36 * 


38a. 


THIS IS A COPY 

ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 
3(4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
ACT 1958 ' vJ *2 C 1 b , 
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57 


30.6.65* Cutting from '"fhe Sun" 


58 

11.5*66 From F.O. 


59 


17.5.66 To F.O. 


60 


10.10.66. Copy from P.C.D. 
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PASSPORT CONTROL DEPARTMENT 



5 rc 


fn a 


To M.f.5 




Cl— 


P.C.I>. REMARKS 


TOR : OBSERVATIONS 

COPY TO HOME OFFICE 

CAPT. WOODFIELD 

FILE NO Sbial 1 

DATE: lO - lC >,bfc> 


M.I.5 Reply to Home OiTiee (Immigration anti Nationality Department) 

(Copy to P.C.D.) \ 7 J 

- -v - \ r ^ 


REFERENCE 

DATE 


:H i 


, S’ ' I 

' /'■ / Y 4 I 


feCx c, 

L 1 • \ o o c 



S 


N 


LATEST CLEARANCEl 
Date J4-- Lb 



v >/ F 


Cirst’.oi r 32>.r4l 


(G. 5800)156 0 4/300/9. i5/ATfc$/69i, 
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PC 4981 OCT b. 

A., UNION OF CZECH WRITERS. 

• \ // 
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x - • ' // V v "‘ v 
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C. 10 DAYS.' • ^ - ' 

\ - $W \? ' 1/ ^ 
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\ l * 
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e*. n 74118/497032/64 and l 05294 . 
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PROGRAMME. 


Ci. WISH TO TRAVEL END CCT 
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BT. 

TPD AT 071003 Z CS 


P. a*, »n 




1 0 r.g. in pe . 
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FROM THE PRESS SECTION. 


THE SUN 


3 0 JUN1965 


Date. 




p.F A' 7 * 
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M. 
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Mi 




LAUGHTER 
LINES AS 
WRITERS 
WED 

By NANCY BANKS-SMITH 

l^INGSLEY AMIS married 
Elizabeth Jane Howard 
yesterday. 

I thought he was wearing his 
Sex Life in Ancient Rome face. 
But “ No,” he said, 44 it’s my 
Mindless Ecstasy face, worn 
only at weddings/ 1 

He is a best-selling novelist. 
His dambuster ‘Lucky Jim' 
opened the floodgates for a 
whole new raspberry-blowing 
generation of writers. 

She is a best-looking novelist. 
Probably the prettiest thing the 
Book Society ever chose. 

Lucky Jim had a trick of 
pulling faces to fit the occasion. 
So has 43-year-old Amis. And 
Jim. too, got the girl in the 
end. 


Sharing a joke . . the 

newlyweds, Kingsley Amis 
and Elizabeth Jane Howard 

Late-comer 

Their wedding at Marvlebone 
Register Office was Amls*s 
second iparriage. her third. 

Her daughter, Nicola Asquith, 
married to the great-grandson 
of the Asquith, arrived very late 
and very pregnant for the 
ceremony. 

“ Obviously I'm going to be a 
grandmother for the second 
time soon," said the 42-vear-old 
bride. And smiled and seemed 
positively pleased. 

She doesn c look anything like 
a grandmother. Except in a 
hign-cheek-boned Dietrich way. 

Once a model and actress . . 
still very tall and dramatic . . 
with gold near-chandeliers 
swinging from her ears . . and 
what looked like a little hedge¬ 
hog twined around her Anger. 
It was a very avant-garde wed¬ 
ding ring. 


Honeymoon 


They got to know each other 
well at — ol all prim-sounding 
things—a Cheltenham Festival 
of Literature. 

She was organising it and. 
trying to unprim it. invited him 
down to give a talk on sex in 
literature. . 

-ney are, more as a joke than 
a honeymoon. I think, spending 
three days at Brighton. The 
mere mention of it doubles 
Amis up with laughter. 

His left eye droops In a 
permanent wink, which gives 
him an air of always seeing 
and sharing a marvellous joke. 
Which is exactly what he does. 

And why it matters that this 
middle-aged man got married in 
London yesterday* 



A 
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Cutting from "New Cambridge 11 , dated Friday, 24th January, 1964 




"Stiff and Spiteful',' 

—Amis hits back at 
The University 

Cambridge is still, spiteful, compartmentalised, self- 
regarding. and. at the undergraduate level, a resort of the 
upper classes. That is the verdict delivered this week in 
Inc transatlantic monthly ‘Encounter’ by Kingsley Amis. 

Amis, novelist and literary critic, came to Peterhouse 
from Swansea as a junior Fellow in 1961 . After two years 
on the edge of the English School, he left last year because 
teaching kept him Irom his writing. 

In his five-page article, i _______ 

Amis highlights under- 
graduates' discontent with the 
lack of f’on-student contact. 

He says that this was uni¬ 
versally and warmly voiced by 
the students he met, and claims 
that in Cambridge it needs 
urgent attention. 

He urges that the tutorial 
system is inadequate. His solu¬ 
tion is to move the dons (with 
their families) back into col¬ 
lege, thus giving the college 
community a chance to realise 
itself. 

Hut he recognises that this 
depends on a change of heart 
among many senior members 
of the university, who find the 
company of students distaste¬ 
ful. 

Indeed, he himself was 
widely regarded in Cambridge 
as a homosexual—apparently 
because he was sometimes to 
be seen around the pubs drink¬ 
ing with his pupils. In the 
provinces this would hardly he 
noticed. 

Amis says he came here 
expecting intellectual encoun¬ 
ters. and found instead that his 
experience was not academic 
but social. 

He objects strongly to col¬ 
lege Feasts: ‘active boredom*. - 
‘Cambridge at its most Canta¬ 
brigian’ — and records his 
anwement at the lack of intel¬ 
lectual engagement within the 
English Faculty. 

To my dismay, what I got 
was talk about intra-Faculty 
discord and personal quarrels, 
syllabus changes, the propor¬ 
tion of F irsts to other Classes, 
the attendance at old Joe 
^Soap's lectures, etc.’ 


\ ■ 
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FROM THE PRESS SECTION. 


23 JA 


Date. 


yoricshiss FO : 


f- 







Port-and-Walnuts Dons 


KINGSLEY AMIS. novelist and 
don (at least, until he 
recently decided that the two 
were Incompatible, and gave up 
donning) looks back on 
Cambridge In the latest Issue of 
Encounter. He starts with a 
modest attack on the Robbins 
Report, and gives a warning that 
the country may find itself with 
a large and unus able surplus of 
mediocre graduates. He classi¬ 
fies dons Into two categories t— 
port-and-walnuts men, and young 
dons who know a lot. but 
seldom divulge it. He passes 
judgment on dinner parties, dis¬ 
missing them as peculiarly 
efficient Instruments of social 
torture. Then, via a description 
of the unhappy superiority of 
public school education, he gets 
on to the main theme of his 
piece. He claims that the basic 
fault at Cambridge, and the 
cause of the apathy and lack of 
direction of many under¬ 
graduates. Is the minimal contact 

1 between teachers and taught. 

I There are a few embarrassed 
meetings over sherry, but Mr. 
Amis maintains that the two 
halves of the University are, to 
all intents and purposes, 
segregated. It is better, he 
suggests, at such modern 
establishments as the University 
of Wales. 

Exceptions there may be, but 
Mr. Amis is right. The points of 
real contact between dons and 
undergraduates at Cambridge 


(and at Oxford, too, for that 
matter) are pitifully small. This 
is partly inevitable. Dons have a 
lot of administrative work to do, 
a lot of research to do. They are 
also, as Mr. Amis points out, 
allowed to marry nowadays, and 
so have families to think about I 
as well. Mr. Amis’s solution Is a 
sensible one, already practised in 
the United States, and started at 
Churchill College, Cambridge. He 
suggests that married dons and 
their families should live in 
college. This would cause some 
difficulties, but the rewards 
should easily repay the efforts, 
and the present segregation is 
thoroughly bad for both sides. 

Failing this step, perhaps too 
radical for a place as traditional 
as Cambridge, dons might at 
least try to find time to meet 
their students informally. Mr 
Amis tried, by drinking with his 
pupils in pubs (he reports that he 
was considered a homosexual for 
his pains). But, and this is the 
Irony of the whole article, Mr. 
Amis himself has now given up 
trying. The champion of 
increased contact has fled the 
battlefield, and lapsed into a 
state of wistful angriness from 
afar. Nobody can blame him, 
since the struggle against the 
port - and - walnuts men has 
obviously proved unequal. It Is. 
however, sad for all future 
Cambridge undergraduates that 
Mr. Amis has revealed himself as 
a mild-and-bltter man. 
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THE AMIS VIEW 
FOH MOSCOW 
-IK ENGLISH 

THE Mifel&V- or 

Edsca® £0ib- 

Hshed an ■ 

book " showMtf <Bfuar»Jas I 

the Britons 

It includes work by 
Somerset Maugham, Kings¬ 
ley Amis and John Braine, 
and is selling well, says 
Moscow Radio. 


flF 
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FROM THE PRESS SECTION. I 






daily herald 


Tft 


Date. 


KINGSLEY AMIS 

THE novel-reading public would say that 
mgsley Amis’ turning point came that 
day m 1954 when his hilarious novel Lucky 
Jim hit the bookstalls and rocketed the young 
don from the obscur- 
ity of a redbrick uni¬ 
versity into best-sell¬ 
ing fame. 

Amis himself dis¬ 
misses Lucky Jim as 
one of “ several turn- 


★ T h e controversial 
author of Lucky Ji m 
talks in this new 
Herald series—about a 
“ burning point ” in his 
life . . something which 
is happening NOW. 

by TOM BAISTOW 


mg points of a mild 
nature.” 

The real one, he 
insists, is about to take 
place. His passport re¬ 
cords the event in ad¬ 
vance. in his old one 
he described himself as 
teacher.” His new one 
shows his profession as 
writer.” 

This summer he gives up 
his English Fellowship at 
Peterhouse, Cambridge, for 
self-chosen exile as a 
full - time author in 
Majorca. 

Relaxed 

Amis, In black corduroy 
Jacket, lounged in the 
living room of his lived-in 
Edwardian house and des¬ 
cribed the burning of his 
academic boats with the 
relaxed air of a man who 
knows he has made the 
right decision. 

“ It all began when I 
went to the United States 
in 1958 as a guest lecturer 
at Princeton University. 
That year changed my 
whole view of England — 
and changed me, too. 

“ Before that I was pre¬ 
pared to rub along with 
lots of things in England 
that one tends to take for 
granted when living here— 
the public schools. Royalty, 
the Honours List, the 
House of Lords.. 


Protocol 

“ If I'd gone to New Zea¬ 
land or Australia it might 
have been different. It’s a 
matter of getting away 
from the British kind of 
life and seeing how Eng¬ 
land looks from the out- 
side. ^ 

‘‘ ^covering that 

‘hcwhole class set-up isn’t 
like the weather—some¬ 
thing you are stuck with. 
It was finding out you 
ueed not have a society 
id by precedent a 


LUCKY 
JIM IS 

LEAVING 


this Cambridge job. We 
said we'd try Cambridge. 
If it wasn’t any better, 
then OUT! Abroad some¬ 
where. 

“ I had starry-eyed ideas 
about Cambridge — a hive 
of intellectual activity and 
all that. But I found that 
the blokes who teach Eng¬ 
lish at the other colleges 
were mostly a stuffy lot. 
Too much formality and 
dressing-up. Too much 
back-biting. 

‘‘And it was depressing 
to find that after the great 
post-war social revolution 
only about nine per cent, 
of the students who get up 
to Cambridge are of work¬ 
ing-class origin.” 

Decisive 

His nine-year-old 
daughter Sally came into 
the room and asked if she 
could have the telly on. 

Not unless you can get 
someone to help you drag 
u into the next room.” he 
said. 

The decisive phase of his 
turning-point, Amis went 
on. came when he met 
Robert Graves, the poet, at 


llllltlill illiitini iliiiiiittiiiiii 


his home in Majorca last 
year. 

“There he was. writing 
like mad. No phone He 
showed me a shelf of his 
collected works as long as 
that ” — he pointed to a 
bookcase running along 
the wall. “ i thought of 
my own miserable output 
of seven books. . . 

Freedom 

Hilly and I haven’t 
travelled a lot, but we in¬ 
stantly liked this place. 

year in America 
said * You must live some¬ 
where other than in Eng¬ 
land. 1 Majorca said ‘ You 
must live here 

Output apart, Amis sees 
the physical move from 
the rigidities of life in 
England to the freedom of 
full-time authorship in the 
Mediterranean sun as his 

T^2 Ce T< t0 , get rW 0f the 

Lucky Jim label and tackle 
a completely different kind 
of novel. 

He has long been irri¬ 
tated because the critics 
interpreted his famous 

" ovel as a political 
protest and hung the 

..""""iniim,i|,i 


y. 
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FROM THE PRESS SECTION 


Date 


Angry Young Man tag on 
him. 

“ I don’t want to do 
* documentary realism’ 
any more. In England one 
Is supposed to be a writer 
about Britain In the ’50s or 
’60s. I don’t want to write 
that kind of book. 

Complaints 

“As a Socialist, I com¬ 
plain about a lot of things, 
but as a novelist I’m fas¬ 
cinated by human nature, 
how people behave to each 
other, rather than the 
effects of the class system/ 1 

Amis admits he will miss 
teaching — “ The excite¬ 
ment of communicating 
with young minds is great. 

44 But for the first time 
I’ll be self-employed He 
spoke the word In italics. 

“ It’s like leaving school 
again, I feel 20 years 
younger/* 


• Kingsley Amis (above, 
in Cambridge) is a 
young-looking 40; more 
like an actor than a 
don, with his Chclsca- 
stylc haircut and casual 
clothes. 

Born in London's lower 
middle class S.E.16, son of 
a clerk in a mustard lirm. 

First turning point was 
when he won a scholarship 
to City of London School; 
then open exhibition that 
took him to Oxford. Met 
his lively blonde MdleJKJlary 
when they Were both 
students there. 

They have three children: 
Phillip and Martin, in their 
early teens, and Sally, nine. 
They also have a pet don¬ 
key who will accompany 
them to Majorca. 

Amis taught at University 
College, Swansea, for 12 
years before going to Cam¬ 
bridge just over a year ago. 

Jazz fan. Posed for beer 
advertisement because he 
likes beer. 


...uni!........ 
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CONFIDENTIAL 




From: —The Chief Constable, 

City Police, 

.Cambridge'.'. 

Our Ref.: HFF/hMC.A.l /62 

Your Ref.: 


To :—Box 500, 

Parliament Street B.O., 
London, S.W.l. 

Date l^th January, 1963. 


U-J 


AMIS, Kingsley William 


Name: 

@ : 

Please note the following additional/amended information in respect of the above: 
Full Names: 


Address(es) 
(Give dates) 


Identity No. 
Nat. 
Born at 
on 

Oooupation 

Employer 



Seourity Information: 


Miscellaneous: 

Dear Sir, 

Please refer to my letter dated 5th January, 1962, under the 
above reference relative to the above named. 

Will you please note that Mr. AMIS now resides in this City 
at No. 9, Madingley Road. 

He is still a Fellow and Director of Studies in English at Peterhouse. 

Yours sincerely, 

fb. At 

. Chief Constable”/-'. 

-- —fa 

Note: —Information sought for record purposes is: 

(a) Identification data ( i.e ., name, full Christian names; alias(es); address(es); 
date of birth; identity number; occupation/employer) / A 

(5) Details of the person’s relationship with a suspect organisation ( e.g ., as 
a member, active or otherwise; or official ;^-or an aspociats, close or 
casual, etc.) 

yf v 

v? t? 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


From :— The Chief Constable, 

City Police, 

. CWE&TE;]!: . 

Our Ref.: HAF/lHC. A. 1/6 2 


To :—Box 500, 

Parliament Street B.O., 
London, S.W.l. 



Please note the following additional/amouded information in respect of the above: 
Full Names : As above 


AddressCes): 
(Give dates) 


9, Madirgley Hoad, Cambridge 


fc fv i L 


Identity No.: 
Nat.: 
Born at: 
on: 

Oooupation: 
Employer: 


Security Information : 


9 

TO„. 


/■> 


v*/, t 


Miscellaneous : \ 0 

U- 

Dear Sir, 

Further to ray Form S. 233A dated 16th, January, 1963 , 
I have to infoxro you that the above named has tendered hi 3 
resignation as a Fellow of Peterhouse, Cambridge. 

His contract empires in September of this year, 
and it is re_ orted that Hr. AMIS will be leaving this country 
for Majorca in the Spring of 1 ° 6 h 0 


smqpr* 


>i v 


Chi' f Cor 


Note: —Information sought for record purposes is: 

(a) Identification data (i.e., name, full Christian names; alias(es); uddress(es); 
date of birth; identity number; occupation/employer) 

(b) Details of the person’s relationship with a suspect organisation (c.g., as 
a member, active or otherwise; or official; or an associate, close or 
casual, etc.) 

[ Ur ■ 

B. Form 283A/iev.9.58 


© Crown Copyright 
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FROM TIIE PRESS SECTION. 


"Pf 3-^ 3 <x ' 4 ' ** 



Date. 



MR. AMIS RESIGNS 
FELLOWSHIP 

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT 

k ' 2 " 

Mr. Kingsley Anns, the author, who 

has held an English fellowship at Peter- 
house, Cambridge, for the past year, has 
resigned his post and will leave at the 
end of next year. 

Mr. Amis, who is 40 said at his home in 
Madingley Road, CJimfcr?dge, today: “I 
dislike the excessive foVfriality of faculty 
life—too much dressing up and respectabi¬ 
lity. 1 do not like having to wait for a 
smoke after dinner untiltiie, port has gone 
round high table twice. T&fning out in other 
colleges as a guest seefhs to me to involve 
an excessive amount of protocol. 

“ The atmosphere in Peterhouse has 
always been most friendly. My fellow 
dons were relaxed, unmalicious and never 
stooped to backbiting. I cannot say the same I 
about the rest of the Cambridge academic ! 
world.” 

Mr. Amis continued: 44 When I have 
escaped from the stuffiness of Cambridge 
I shall take my wife and children to ! 
Majorca. I ho-pe to finish one uncompleted 
novel, and I have an idea for a further 
novel which will be a radical departure for 
me.” 


1 7 DEC 191 


\ 


© Crown Copyright 
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FROM THE PRESS SE« 


’ION. 


THE 0£5^RVEh 

fc - S-CA. 


/ 

-p . 

ZCflXL+Cf. 


Date... 


7 


fppn 

□in 

IrnU 

NLlJ 


J UDGED by his own definition of success—to 
succeed in one’s chosen career — Kingsley 
William Amis has no reason to feel sorry for 
himself. As a novelist he commands both critical 
respect and best-seller sales; as an academic he 
left Swansea last summer after eleven satisfactory 
years there as an English lecturer and he 
has now gone to Cambridge as the first 
director of Studies in English at Peterhouse 
is also a Fellow of the College. Financially he 
las little cause for regret: besides his salary and 
literary earnings, the film of his second novel had 
its first showing last week. 

But any serious writer wants his books to be read 
as he intended, and here Amis has less reason for 
satisfaction. His first noVel, “ Lucky Jim" (which 
has also been filmed), had an immediate welcome 
when it appeared in January, 1954; it also became 
‘the symbol of an ill-defined movement of revolt whose 
members, whether or not they admitted membership, 
were lumped together under the much-misused label, 
Angry Young Men. 

Novel interpreted 
wrongly 

Even more annoying for Amis, the novel was 
widely misread. Because its hero, Jim Dixon, was 
appalled by the tediousness and falseness of much 
of academic life, he was interpreted as a symbol of 
anti-intellectualism. Because he taught at a provincial 
university, he became a symbol of contempt for 
^Oxford and Cambridge. And because Amis himself 
^aught at a provincial university, he and Dixon 
scarne associated in people’s minds. 

In fact. Amis resembles Dixon 
chiefly in his ability and readiness 
to make funny faces (his features, 
thanks to an almost imperceptibly 
drooping left eyelid, give the 
faintest impression of lop-sided- 
ncss). Dixon is a hopeless lecturer 
who detests his job: Amis enjoys 
work. Dixon is aggressively 
t Jnscious of his social, cultural and 
intellectual shortcomings: Amis, 
now thirty-nine, charming and 
socially assured, is in no apparent 
doubt of his cultural and intellec¬ 
tual qualifications. 

Perhaps he is confident because 
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FROM THE PRESS »®. 


1 


C K 


Date. 


M1962 


he had an uncomplicated back¬ 
ground. He was an only child. 
His father was an export clerk 
with a manufacturing firm, earn¬ 
ing just enough to provide his 
family with a fcotnfortable home in 
Norbury, 5.W.16. His mother, he 
remembers, had"a maid when he 
was small£and he himself never 
lacked “any rcasprtablc luxury.” 
He won a scholarship to the City of 
London School*# day boys’ public 
school where Asquith had been 
educated,^nd won an open exhi¬ 
bition to St^ John’s College, 
Oxford. In 1^)1 he went into the 
Army (Royal Signals), which he 
disliked, mainly because of his 
fellow officers, especially majors 
and above; but is glad to have had 
the experience. 

In October,41S45, he went back 
to Oxford, took a First in English, 
but, somewhat’* to his surprise, 
failed to get Jais B.Litt. In 1949 he 
went to Swansea, where, except for 
a year at Princeton as visiting 
lecturer in creative writing, he re¬ 
mained until last year. 

Personal experience 
of poverty 

While never really poor, he has 
been too close to poverty for com¬ 
fort : the heaf>squalid conditions 
of “ That Uncertain Feeling ” were 
largely taken from personal ex¬ 
perience., Butjn 1951 his wife (he 
married in 1947 and has two sons, 
aged thirteen and twelve, and a 
daughter of eight) came into 
enough money for them to buy a 
house, furnish it properly and buy 
a car. It y was now that “Lucky 
Jim,” on which lie had been work¬ 
ing for years, really got under way, 
and its appearance in 1954 put him 
welf into the upper income group. 
(So l far the book has had twenty- 
one v im press iorts besides paper¬ 
back editions, i Translations in¬ 
cludes. V Jim if Fortunato,” “ Jim- 
la-CIftnce,” “.JjJiick fur Jim ” and 

im Szszesciarz.”) 
a few miles outside 
in an old cottage, large, 
warm, ^td convenient enough for 
comfdrt ; 4 this month he hopes to 
move into a house he has bought 
in the tptfn. His, oldest *and 
youngest children Lgo tp local 
private, schools; _ih«^tfJnger 
boy is at Cambrii^e^tjTimimar 
School (he would like to sec the 
great public schoofs'>bphrtnjtl, ex¬ 
cept that “ government?' - which 
abolish bad things tiftftfdo abolish 
good things, like lihertv;.”; he' 
would not send his children to 
one). He eats iand'well 
—studying drinft if direst 
he has to a hobbyf(pWs^^ this 
was why he had no objection to 
sponsoring a beer advertisement: 

“ I thought it would, fu'p, and 
it was ”). He collects recipes 
for powerful mixtures such as 
Mr. Sutton's Gin Blind: four 
parts gin, two parts brandy, 
one part orange cura 9 ao. He 
dresses smartly: in “Take a Girl 
Like You,” Patrick’s interest in 
clothes “ is a bit of me.” 


It is not clear just how seriously 
he takes his politics, especially in 
view of his Fabian pamphlet, 
“Socialism and the Intellectuals,” 
which appeared in 1957 and con¬ 
tained the remark that the best and 
most trustworthy political motive 
was self-intelrest. It was unwise not 
to amplify the apparent paradox: 
what he dislikes, as he made clear 
in a radio talk last summer, is un¬ 
questioning enthusiasm for imme¬ 
diately popular, erpotion-rousing 
causes. The implication is that the 
better way is steady support of less 
spectacular, even unpopular 
causes. This is a valid argument; 
it is also true that it is easier to note 
causes that Amis thinks should not 
be supported than causes he thinks 
should. 

The pamphlet gave rise to 
another mistaken idea about Amis, 
that he is frightened of being 
thought an intellectual. What he 
is frightened of (and this comes 
through in some of his poems) is 
intellectual pretentiousness, which 
may help to explain his advocacy 
of science fiction as a legitimate 
form of literature — his “New 
Maps of Hell ” is the first serious 
appreciation of science fiction— 
and his advocacy of jazz as a legiti¬ 
mate form of music. 

Pointed observation 
of society 

Sweeping statements about 
Society are not really Amiss line, 
however. He is more at home as a 
critic of Eng. Lit., where his 
“ revaluations ” are controversial 
and highly readable: he has called 
“ Beowulf ” the only long poem in 
the language more boring than 
; “ The Owl and the Nightingale,” 

| and he dismissed most of Dylan 
' Thomas as ” a blend of answerless 
, riddle, outworn poeticism and care¬ 
ful linguistic folly.” 

Most of all, he is at home as a 
novelist, where he has provided 
some wonderfully funny writing 
and some of the most pointed 
observation of contemporary 
society. Above all, there is the 
Amis Figure, not necessarily the 
“ great English comic invention ” 
hailed by some critics, but certainly 
developing from his first appear¬ 
ance as Jim Dixon, who was a bit 
of a caricature, to his latest as 
Patrick Standish, who is far more 
carefully observed. 

As a novelist, Amis’s greatest 


weakness is construction. In 
Lucky Jim ” the characters 
appeared when the plot needed 
them rather than when circum¬ 
stances ^ did. “That Uncertain 
Feeling (published in 1955; its 
film title is: “ 0n | y T wo Can 

nnd y l ^ n° re tieh,l >’ wri «en 

bm i, h a d Ca,ly 3 - big advance - 
,7*1 l had a . sen timental ending 
tacked on quite out of key with 

Here” rm^ C h " 1 Uke l( 
Here (1958), his weakest book, 

had a slight clement of mystery, 
perfunctorily married to an ac¬ 
count of a trip to Portugal. The 
ending of the latest, “ Take a Girl 
Like You ” (I960), was indeed im¬ 
plicit in its beginning—too implicit, 
perhaps. ItV^gko inevitable that 
some people ceased to care just 
how it was reioffed 

He writes slowly, making notes 
on the back of clreque books, old 
envelopes and other scraps of 

paper * he has time » 
they exercise book. 

For hilfcaext^'J^yel, set mainly in 
America JwJfich he admires, some¬ 
what uncritically), the exercise 
book has £uch jottings as: — 

f Ernst stickler for accuracy, 
/mpression of having done fair 
amount of stickling in other fields. 

Irving to Roger: “I’m your un- 
steadying influence.” 

The Bangs quarrel in Danish at 
party. H. challenges E. to remem¬ 
ber her history. —You were bom 
in Kalundborg. —You see! K! 

That fish market! Later about 

religion. 

Finally, when enough of the plot 
is clear, he starts writing, straight 
on to a typewriter. 

Bad reviews 
spoil breakfast 

Amis claims that ” I try to write 
good books, and his unvarying 
text is that it takes a serious writer 
to be a really funny writer. Bad 
reviews hurt, but “although they 
spoil breakfast, they don’t spoil 
lunch. It is not that he is arro- 
gant. Moments of feeling inade¬ 
quate come only too often, as a 
writer, as a teacher (“there is 
nothing more depressing than to 
come out of a tutorial and think, 

‘ My God, I’ve taught that girl 
nothing ’ ”) or as anything else. He 
tries to be thankful for such 
moments—he believes they help 
him to be a better writer and a 
better person. 

Some people complain that he 
harps on sex. Others try to read 
his novels as social commentaries. 
He finds such judgments irrelevant, 
though the fact that they are made 
at all is evidence of incomplete 
communication on his part. But 
such critics have a clue. Amis is 
a man of his time who writes good 
comedy and incidentally produces 
a disconcertingly accurate picture 
of the world around him. Never 
before has society examined itself 
so closely and constantly. And if 
some of Amis’s characters are 
immoral and frank about it, they 
are not very -different from the 
world they mirror. 
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ANY FURTHER COMMUNICATIONS ON 
THE SUBJECT OF THIS LETTER 
SHOULD BE ADDRESSED 


THE CHIEF CONSTABLE 

AND THE FOLLOWING REFERENCE 
QUOTED 

HFF/HMC.A.1/62 


Your Ref 


B. N. BEBBINGTON, o.b.e. 

CHIEF CONSTABLE 

TEL, NO. 52255-7 
TELEX NO. 81137 

CONFIDENTIAL 


The Director General, 
Security Service, 

Box No. 500, 

Parliament Street B.O., 
London, S.W.l, 



CITY POLICE 

CAMBRIDGE 


5th January, 1962. 




Dear Sir, ^ 

Kingsley William MIS 


X 


I have to inform you that I have received 
S.Form 288A from the Chief Constable, Borough Police, 
Swansea, in respect of the above named person. 

Mr* AMIS is now a Fellow and Director of Studies in 
English at Peterhouse, Cambridge, and occupies Rooms L.7, 
Gisborne Court at the CollegeHis private addfess is 
The Mill House, West Wratting, Gambs. 

i -* si 

The Chief Constable, Cambridgeshire Constabulary, 
has been notified that Mr. AMIS is residing in his 
district. 



© Crown Copyright 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 


From: —The Chief Constable, 

SWANSEA. 


L.. 1 


Our Ref.: 
Your Ref: 


SW 225A. 

HP. 2 93, 244/PIA. 


To :—Box 500, 

Parliament Street B.O., 
London, S.W.l. 

Date, 2^rd December, 1 96l « 


Name: AMIS, Kingsley William. 

Please note the following amended information in rewpeot of the above: 

Address: Present address not known. 


Employment: 
(occupation : employer: 
military service details. 

etc.) 


October, 1961. Left Swansea to take up 
employment with\Cambridge University, following 
his election as a Fellow of Peterhouse College 0 


Personal Details: 
Birthdate 

etc.) 


Political activity: 
status, etc. 


'i . vr ^ rm'Tnv.n 

& 


1 



Miscellaneous: 

The above-named person's particulars have been given to 
the Chief Constable, City Police Headquarters, Cambridge. 


Respectfully submitted. 


Detective Inspector< 


THIS IS A COPY 

ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 
3(4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
AC i 1958 "Z*** L 


’ Chief Constablj Swansea* 
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COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE 

DOWNING STREET 
LONDON S.W.i 


Confidential 


Whitehall 2323 1 Ext. 

Your reference: PF * 293 > 2 Ljll/l C 3A 
Please quote in reply: 1 Gr. / 2 


9th October, 1961 





Dear Miss Ander 







Would jfou please refer to your letter 
of 25th^August last about Mr.Kingsley Amis. 

In the light of the information 
contained in your letter of 16 th February, 
Mr.Amis was given clearance by us. 

Yours sinc erely, 


mcL 


> * * .-TO! 



mm 




(K.Blair, Miss) 


Mi s s M. R. Ander s on, 
Box 500. 
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CONFIDENTIAL & PERSONAL 


FF. 293,2/*VC3AAiRA 


25th August, 1961 


Dear Mr. Costley-White, 


Kingsley AMIS 




Please refer to our letter of the 16th February 
1961, about the above named. 

We should be glad to know whether you have yet 
taken a decision in this case. 


Yours sincerely. 


M. R* Anderson. 

CONFIDENTIAL a PERSONAL 

C* G. Costley-White, Esq., C.M.G., 
Commonwealth Relations Office, 

Downing Street, S.W.1. 


© Crown Copyright 
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* i ,amp\ ' ^ o kiPIT"}PNT!£^ 


FILE 

L.B 


PF. 2 93,2^/033/1 


20th April, 1961 . 


Lear Mr# Jupp, 

Kingsley AJ.US 

Please refer to your vetting enquiry concerning the 
above-named submitted on behalf of the British Council. 

f e have nothing to add to our letters of 4th Bfay, 
1955 and 2fcfeb August, 1957 about Kingsley AMIS. 

Yours sincerely, 

iL • 

C* H. Lowry. y 

C. N. Jupp, Esq., 

Foreirn office . 

CHV 33 

Eao; 1 . 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


/t* i 


Mias H. da Silva, SP/3 

THE BRITISH COUNCIL Specialist Tours Dept. 

14th April, 1961 

Specialist Tour for British Council in ^UgOolavia and Italy _ 


Period 


in 1 


Sum 


arae 


MIS 


(Delete as required) 


Name at Birth if different from above 


Christian Names _ Kingsley _____ 

Official University College of Swansea, Singleton Park, Swansea, Wales 


Tel. No. Swansea 56172. 


Home Address _G-l&nnior Road, Uplands, Swansea, G-laro# 


& - - , 

, Pate of Birth. 


Tel. No. 


16 April 1922 


Place of Birth____ 

Author, Lecturer in English, University College of Swansea, 
Present occupation slnoft 1 Q _ 


l~v&- ■< 


'■ 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Departmental Reference_ 

Serial No. _ S' v ’^ \ \\ 


Ail 


Previous Report 


V 7 ' 


(07321) 


© Crown Copyright 




























If the original is in the file of an individual 
include the name of the file owner. 


The National Archives' reference KV-2-4399_33.jpg 


B.943. M.795766/7699 3/60 200M. H. E. » S. Cp 862/1 


S. Form 81/rev. 12.53 


EXTRACT 


FF. 293,244 


Name: 


AI.JS 


Extract for File No.: 

Original in File No.:* ...Vol.:.Serial:.Receipt Date:.. 

Original from:_.......Under Ref.:......Dated:....4*j5*.£l< 

Extracted on:. ,6X» ..... by:. PHH. .. Section:. R.6*. - 


Gutting from Varsity 


NEWS IN 
BRIEF 


I VCKY Jim" , Kingsley 
-4 uni Al now teaching Eng¬ 
lish at the University College 
of Swansea, has accepted a 
nomination for a fellowship at 
Peterhouse. If, as expected, he 
is elected, he will probably 
come up in October. Mr. 
Wormald, Senior Tutor, and 
one of the three directors of ' 
studies in History, said: “He 
will be taking charge of Eng¬ 
lish.'’ At present Peterhouse 
have no director of studies in 
rlfsli. 


M ISS OIu Abisogun, third 
year Girton student fron 
Nigeria, accused Professor J.* 
Gallagher, Dean of Trinity, of 
refusing to face facts at a 
meeting of the Commonwealth 
Society on Monday. He was 
talking on the Congo. 

The Dean finally gave In to 
Miss Abisogun’s attack with 
the words: “I know when I am 
beaten." After the meetin 
Miss Abisogun continued li 
rrgument with renewed vigo 


/\_v 


/ 


© Crown Copyright 



























The National Archives' reference KV-2-4399_34.jpg 


CONFIDENTIAL * PERSONAL 


r 


A.I. Book NV"D" 
«^lle 

L. Letter Book 


ii\293,24A/cy/3 


16th i'ebru^ry, 19& 


*JL« 


Deer lip, Co 3tloy-V. bite. 


Tongs le y AMIS 


nould you please refer to attached vetting enquiry from the British 
Council which was forwarded by Miss Blair on 27th January, 1961, under 
reference PC* 4VL7/1. 

Whilst a student at Oxford University, Kingsley Y/iUiam 1HS was 
rerxarted in 1942 to be an enthusiastic new recruit of the Communist 
Party; in the same year he enlisted far war service with the Army, txod. 
in 1944 lie was the subject of a report vd?ich suggested that he was 
receiving regular supplies of the Daily Worker; since then he lias not 
again Coras to adverse notice* 

In 1957, there was some correspondence in the "Dally Worker", evoked 
by a review of Iris pamphlet, entitled " .oclalism and the Intellectuol 
which appeared in that paper* In th£ course of t:iis correspondence, 

AMT S claircd to have utterly reJec^Mar-cism, and stoted that he had 
felt obliged, after the Hungarian Revolution in 1956, to break off- 
contact with tliose of his friends who were Conmnists* 

The above inforiap-tion does not in the view of the Security Service 
provide grounds far denying the candidate employment in a post affording 
opportunity far subversive activity* 

May we please be informed of your decision in due course. 

Yours sincerely. 


L 


C.R. Newington* 


C.Ct. Cos tley-».hite, Esq*, C.U»G#, 
Commonwealth Relations Office, 
Ifcnjiing Street, 

London, S...1* 

CHfV'SCB(AR) 


Enc; 1* 



CONFIDENTIAL & PERSONAL 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS 

DOWNING STREET 
LONDON, SAV. 1 


Whitehall 2323/ Ext. 

Your Reference : 

Please quote in reply i J [ J | /J | ~J /1 


27th January, 1961. 


Dear Miss Newington, 

As in previous years, the British Council is 
planning to hold English Literature Seminars in India 
v ^during the coming winter. 

^beAlecturers under consideration include: 

G.H.W. Hylands. ~ nM&lNl\ 1/ 

Particulars of the candidates are attached and 
jP[) we should be glad to learn whether you have anything 
Jfp recorded about them. 


KNCL 


30 JAN 1961 

C.3. A- 


Yours sincerely, 


qA&jL 


Miss C. Newington, 
Box 500. 


(Miss K. Blair 


/ 


$ 


6 
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SECRET 


' N 


4980 

■A'i “'ll 


Sticu. 




T(> 




a«. dm t. 


American Embassy 
71 Grosvenor Street 
London, W. 1 


4 September 1958 




H. Harold Potter, Esq* 
MI-5 

Lear Harold. 


Kingsley AMIS 

/ 

Reference is made to our earlier correspondence and dis¬ 


cussions concerning the issuance of a visa to the United States 
to Mr. Kingsley AMIS. This is to confirm that, after a review 
of the case, it was determined by the pertinent U. S 0 Embassy 
officials that Mr. AMIS was fully eligible for a visitor’s visa 
to the United States. 

Sincerely yours. 


SECRET 



THIS IS A COPY 
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINEC 
IN- DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 
3(4) OF THE PUBLIC. RECORDS 
ACT 1958 Tc'b 
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7* 


pp 293244 

a 

C3 A.I. Letterbook 


F? 2932Vf/'C3/DC^ 


American Embassy, 

71 Grosvenor street, .7.1. 


Kingsley AHI3. 

Please refer to your U.3. Employment chock for the above named. 

^-XT was re .-orted, v/hen at his University in 1942. to 
be a member of the Communist Party. In 1944, when in the Army, he 
a^ain attracted notice as a recipient of the Daily Porker. He 
has not come to adverse notice since 1944. Or. 12th February this year 
the Daily -orker published a review of his pamphlet on ‘’Socialism and 
the Intellectual", Two days later, in his reply to the review, AMIS 
claimed to have rejected Marxism, stating, 

”1 have experienced the ailment and so am immune." 


^Ilovember, 1957 » 


DCE/LtV 

Enc: 1. 


THIS IS A COPY 
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 
3(4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS 


ACT 1958 


4ro u ■ Qn 1 A - 
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U.S. EMPLOYMENT 


•NAME: 


-iMI5 
>»■ * . 

Last 


DATE: 


First 


Middle 


roveraber 18, 1957 


DATE, PLACE OF BIRTH: A ril 16, 1922 London. 


PRESENT NATIONALITY: ritieh 


NAT. REG. NO. 


PRESENT ADDRESS: ^ Cfltiiiaor ioud, ^lon la, .o^iac i. 


LAST PRIVATE ADDRESS IN U.K.: 

RESIDED IN U.K.: FROM 

* 

LIST NAME AND NATIONALITY AT BIRTH OF: 
FATHER 
MOTHER 


TO 


HUSBAND 

WIFE 


PRESENT OR LAST EMPLOYER: University ’ollege, .Swansea. 


CHECK REQUESTED BY: Eleanor 1 lye A.len, Cultural vffairs Officer 

I 

REASON FOR CHECK: Caadldate for Foreign Leader grant. 


EMBASSY EMP. FORM 2 
15 Fob. 1951 




o 
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B.F. 12.9.57. 


PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL 


Book* 

P.F. 293,22*4. 


i ^ 


- 


P.F. 293, 2&VC.3. 

qv.409. 


XL 


U 1957. 


Door Mr* Richards* 


Kir^siey V-ill jam ,■>, 1 




uiil you please refer to yo.^r letter of 14th August, 1957. 

Cn 12th February this year a review of a pamphlet by 
Kingsley AMIS cxi 11 GooinlisQ and thj Intellectual 11 appeared in 
tho >aily V/or.cer* Tito days later in reply to the reviewer ALU 
stated that he ! ‘oa& had iiarxLaci — in both senses of the ^orda. 

I have e^eriencod the ailment and so am inane* And I have 
also utterly rejected it* if From his reply it appears that AMIS 
renounced ccjaamnism following tho ev ents in Hungary last year. 

"fours sincerely. 


for M* alocaver* 


F*B* Richards, £sq » 9 D.S.C., 
Porcigi Office. 

im/m. 


L u CONFIDENTIAL 


A * 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
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V 


Please refer to yodr letter PF 293 
244/C. 1 .A/iii./VJ of Way ti/ 1955 about 
Kingsley Willie I j?TOsL/S/§' 

German Information Department have 
again proposed to send him on a lecture 
tour to Germany at some date to be fixed. 

I should be grateful if you will let me 
have any further infoirnation about him. 


- - 

5 AUG l9j)T 

TO-j 


7 


p&: 






(T.H. Gillson) 


I.Ii ss M. Makower, 

Security Service 


* 


\i 
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FOR PF.293,244 - AMIS 


* / 

EXTRACT FROM THE DAILY WORKER DATED FEBRUARY 20, 1937 . 

WRe aders Say 

A’bout Amis 


J HAVE a friend, a member 
of the Communist Party, 
ffail of body, now well into 
middle age, and still struggling 
and fighting away to further 
the interests of the working 
class. 

He is just a labourer, sweating it 
shipyard, with a 
who think the 


large, happy family 
world of hirru 

He is to b s seen in all kinds of 
weather, oui in the streets, selling 
the Daily Worker, and he lives in a 
working-class area—where so many 
are opposed to his ideas, but who, 
when met with the everyday prob¬ 
lems that beset them, all turn to 
wee “Johnny” for help and guid¬ 
ance 

Ln plain, a worthwhile and mili¬ 
tant member of the working class. 

I just can’t imagine Kingsley Amis 
in the role of my working-class 
comrade. 

JAMES MURPHY. 
Glasgow, N.W. 

✓ 

Our lip service 

XZ’INGSLEY AMISS reply to 
Arnold Kettle has focused 
attention on an important weakness 
in the way that many of us have 
attempted to present our ideas. 

Amis rejects Marxism and con¬ 
trasts his " truth " with our ** cer¬ 
tainty.” This is an accurate des¬ 
cription of a reaction we have fre¬ 
quently provoked, although surely 
it is not Kettle who is to blame for 
this particular response ! 

Why do we appear so confident 
but at the same time fail to find 
even a basis for discussion ? Surely 
not only because we have hopes for 
the future ! 

Part of our failure arises, I believe, 
from our attitude to philosophy. We 
pay lip service to dialectical material¬ 
ism, but regard its study as a 
luxury and its practical application 
as something th ‘ 
subconsciously. 

* But, in addition to matters of 


Following the article by Arnold Kettle on 
February 12, and Kingsley Amis's letter 
two days later, a large number of letters 
were sent in to us. We publish below a 
cross-section of the comments received. 


hat should develop 


kind is a developing body of 
established truth with a growing 
basis of certainty. 

The rejection of ” certainty ” is the 
rejection of the possibility of such 
knowledge. It is not an alternative 
to ” truth ” but a denial of truth. 
This is The teaching of logical-posi¬ 
tivism— that we can never really 
know anything. 

It is an old philosophy, repeatedly 
modernised, but always fulfilling one 
role—the undermining of confidence, 
leading to indecision and inaction. 

Kettle has started a discussion 
which must be continued with Amis, 
and many others who share his ideas 
today. 

We must learn how to extend such 
discusions, and at the same time find 
common interests in the day-to-day 
struggles. 

Wc shall do this only when we 
appreciate the origins of the ideas 
that underlie our own thinking, as 
well as those behind the arguments 
of those with whom we differ. 

RUSCOE CLARKE. 
Birmingham, 13. 

Glycerine tear 

W HETHER one assumes that 
capitalism is on the way out 
depends on a multitude of factors. 

For instance—a Texan oil million¬ 
aire would not imagine it for one 


the world, and only a political ostrich 
would write it off. 

The tragedy of Hungary gives no 
one the right to shirk political ques¬ 
tions. 

If Communists must accept the 
bitter lessons of the crimes of Gero 
and Rakosi, then our critics should 
recognise the role of the American 
State Department and their Radio 
Free Europe. 

"Lucky Jim” would do well to 
look inquiringly, and forward with 
confidence, than back in anger. 

_ , BILL LOOKER. 

London, N. 

Best friends ? 

TT'INGSLEY AMIS finished his 
, ^article by saying some of his 
best friends are now no more be- 
causc of Hungary. 1 say, if that is 
the depth of the friendship of K. 
Amis he has a shallow mind to 
blame the upheaval in Hungary on 
to his ex-best British Communist 
friends. 

I wonder if he has lost any best 
Tory friends over the Suez ? Perhaps 
God was on our side there ! 

C1 m tJ S. SIMPSON. 

Sheffield, 9. 

Wasted space ? 


While I don’t consider myself to 
be an intellectual (my contribution 
to society is driving a railway 
engine). I certainly find that the class 
distinctions in society and the eco¬ 
nomic motive are all-important bar¬ 
riers which, until eliminated, stifle 
all attempts to create the kind of 
world that myself and millions like 
me wish to live in. 

14y . JIM OLDBURY. ’ 

Warrington .i 

Denies science 

^llHEREisnocontradiction between 
“7 recognising uniquencss(i.e.,no set 
of circumstances is exactly repeated) 
and recognising that these unique 
events follow laws of development 
(ye., the assumption underlying 
" system-building ”). 

To deny the latter, as Mr. Ami- 
apparenily does, is to deny not onll 
Marxism but all science. If ** eacJ 
entity, each event ” is unique, am 
not causally connected with others* 
then clearly there can be no science. 

. Marxists do not say that the com¬ 
ing of Socialism is a certainty. We 
might be blown to bits by H-bombs; 
in fact, that would be the probr.bif 
outcome if all Socialists followed the 
programme of masterly inactivity ad¬ 
vocated by Kingsley Amis. 

Given that we can avoid the hr’*p 
caust of atomic w'ar, Marxists are 
sure that Socialism will supplant 
capitalism. 

Not for mystical reasons, but be¬ 
cause we can observe as undeniable 
facts the continuous growTh of the 
power of working-class movements 
and the Socialisation of the process 
of production within capitalism. 

F P P 

Hull. ' V i 


out, in aaamon to matters of . u., immuu- -• 

policy, the underlying philosoohic aire would not ima 2 ,nc it for one ^ irR n ., w . , . n - 

differences must he thrashed out Nor wou,d man y Rsser O S * work,r ! s- Re-eValuatlOn 

before Social Democracv can hi ficas - however much some of them . C J, ass Paper. Just as a scientist *.. 

replaced by Marxism as the theory m '8 ht shed a glycerine tear and wish *u^., a J lscs ln hls ow ". field > so th ? t . Marxis, s equate cer- 

behind the actions of S that " in a way ” they could ! should our paper speejahse in help- tamjy with truth is just another 


replaced by Marxism as the theory 
behind the actions of the British 
working class. 

Our " certainty ” arises from an 
attitude to truth and knowledge. 
J ruth is knowable, can be dis¬ 
covered. At any particular time our 
knowledge is incomplete and rcla- 
J lve * The total knowledge of man- 


that " in a way ” they could ! 

Regarding the society of the 
future, if it is not to be Socialism 
perhaps Amis will write another 
Fabian pamphlet and allow us all 
to catch a glimpse of the society 
he vaguely hints at. 

\ t Mcanw'hile wc will w r ait patiently, 
rtf somewhat tremulously, and hope 
Jagainst hope that too many mal- 
nutritioned cr.pses of old age pen¬ 
sioners don’t harry our consciences. 

Or that Britain doesn't find total 
extinction dn an atomic w'ar. 

STAN SEARCHF1ELD. 
London, E. 

Self-contradictory 

T^INGSLEY AMIS has experi- 
enced the ailment of Marxism 
and is now immune. He has utterly 
rejected it. 

" Each fact, each entity, each 
event is unique. To pretend other¬ 
wise is mere Victorian system- 
building." • 

So here he** is stressing a charac¬ 
teristic held in common by a series 
of unique 1 events. They have at 
once both unique .and general pro¬ 
perties. So his own statement con¬ 
tradicts what he is asserting. 

Indeed, if Kingsley Amis will only 
think again he will see that the one¬ 
sided attitude he is adopting would 
logically inhibit him from using 
words or from thinking at all. 

The fallacy of hie- —in. 

evident from the very existence of 
science and literature. 

He is probably right in saying his 
early experiences of Marxism was an 
ailment. Perhaps it is worth while 
now looking at it with more mature 1 
eyes. f 

HYMAN LEVY 

London, S.W. 


ing the progress " of the people 
through the working-class struggle. 

Kingsley Amis does not realise the 
overwhelming importance of our 
class struggle. Why give so much 
space to one who classes Marxism 
as a disease ? Marxism is a science 
which is gaining increasing respect 
throughout the w’orld. 

kt ^ ALEC WHITE. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne, 12. 

Class distinctions 

TIWE limit of Amis’s confusion is 
7 " reached when while agreeing 
that there is a class struggle he goes 
on to say “but it never was all- 
important anyway" . . . •• nor was 
the economic motive." 

t-r- - ~-’ 


Young Conservative debating note. 

The current edition of Marxist 
Quarterly typifies the re-evaluation, 
taking place among Marxists. That 
which is certain does not re-evaluate. 
It is also true that modern arma¬ 
ments have robbed the w’ord “ cer¬ 
tain "of meaning. 

J suggest that Mr. Amis is con¬ 
fusing it with Marxist refusal to re¬ 
cline upon a Regency couch when 
such armaments—and growing eco¬ 
nomic threats—are so near to us all. 

* , _ H. SMITH. 

London, S.W. 

Letters intended for publican 
should be brief and addresTJ 
to : Forum, 75 Farringdon 
London , E.C.l . 
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COUNTY BOROUGH 


OF SWANSEA 


*•* V 


Telephone No 5 2 2 2 2 


D. V. TURNER. O b e. 
CHIEF CONSTABLE 


Central Police Station 
Swansea 


Our Rtf. SW. £25A. 

four R.f. PP . 293,24V?. 1 .A. 

CONFIDENTIAL. 


Dear Sir, 


19th February, 1957 

TO.__, 

REF., 


^ Z 


Kingsley William AMIS 


•■ft ft 


A 


I draw your attention to an 
interesting article that appeared in 
the 'Daily Worker' on the 12th instant, 
written by Arnold Kettle under the title 
'Some of rr.y best friends are Intellectuals',; 
and which refared to the above-named 
person. 

A reply to the article from Amis 
appeared in the 'Daily Worker 1 on fche 
14th February, 1957, which indicates 
that he has become estranged to the ^ 
Communist Party since the Hungarian ^ 
Rising. 



Chief Constable. 


The Director General, 
Box No. 500, 

Parliament Ctreet B.O., 
LONDON, S.W.1. 

SB/C-FD. 
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EXTRACT FROM THE DAILY WORKER DATED THURSDAY FEBRUARY 14 1957 


mis replies 
to Mettle 

Capitalism hasn’t ‘had it’ 


ji ay I make a couple of 
comments on Mr. 
Arnold Kettle’s friendly 
I notice of my pamphlet, 

Socialism and the Intellec¬ 
tuals ? 

I know he means to compli¬ 
ment me by saying that my 
"basic political assumptions . . . 
are nearer to Marxism than most 
[ social-democratic thinking," and 
hope I won’t be thought un¬ 
grateful if I contest this repre¬ 
sentation of me. 

sirugqlpH 

I don't assume that capitalism 
has " had it." In a way 1 wish I 
could, but that’s different. Nor 
do I assume that Socialism is 
" the society of the future." 

It may never come. 

Or something better may re- 
1 1 place it. And I don’t mean the 
withering away of the State. 

I agree that there is a class 
struggle, but I think there are 
other struggles (racial, national, 
etc.) of equal political impor¬ 
tance. 

And it is being replaced in our 
society by other kinds of 
struggle. But it never was all- 
important, anyway. Nor was 
economic motive. 

Marxism 

You see, I have had Marxism 
—m both sense of the words. I 
have experienced the ailment and 
so am immune. And I have also 
utterly rejected it. 

No w r orld-vicw r , it seems to 
me, comes within light-years of 
being adequate to the world it 
professes to categorise. 

Each ' fact, each entity, each 
event is unique. To pretend 
‘otherwise is mere Victorian 
system-building. 

Marxism, I think, does just 
that. 

It repels me also bv offering 
I- certainty instead of truth—Mr. 




jv 


Kettle denies this, but he himself 
is so certain that Socialism is 
"the society the future " that 
he thinks I am certain of it, too. 

He also denies that the Com¬ 
munist Party goes in for 
violence. 

What really happened in Hun¬ 
gary, then ? 

Wasn’t there any violence ? Or 
Vas it all inter - Hungarian 
violence, with the Russian troops 
acting as umpires ? Or ’were they 
acting against Russian orders ? 
Or have the Russian Government 
given up Communism ? 

I know Mr. Kettle was really 
talking about the British Com¬ 
munist Party. They aren’t violent, 
and I hope they never get the 
chance, harmless as they may be 
now. Yes, even amiable, and I 
used to be able to say that some 
of my best friends w'ere Com- * 
munists. I can’t after Hungary. | 

tkiiiffshm} 

University College I 
o/ Swansea. 
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[hat 

[Tends 


intellectuals as the 
of human freedom. The 
intellectuals as the 
of the Socialist and Com- 

of supreme claim once 
diffidence for the 
of mankind has 
-awarded banner 
up whose out stand- 
group has always 
their political irre- 


and her friends are 
unatic fringe of a much 

d. 

Kinsley Amis 1 credit 
not for a moment 
the future of the 
on the readers ol 
tesman and the Man- 
uardian (which isn't to 
what is progressive and 
e in those journals). 

cation 

implication of 
rather, to go to the 
and to under- 
the importance and 
ss of the intellectuals. 

to his final ques- 
if anything the intcl- 
give to the Labour 
he answers lamely : ’* £ 
much if he has any- 

too easy a get-out. 
t the Labour movement 
alliance of progressive 
people fust as much as 
ey arc to fill their best 
need the working-class 

V 

of Mr. Amis* pa ni¬ 
ce a use of its cynicism, is 
help to encourage that 
tualism which has 
a bane of the British 


—don't get him wrong. 

e 

★ 

Labour movement. And that 

would be no service to anyone. 

Kingsley Amis is being treated, 
because of his pamphlet, to a scries 
of smug and high-minded lectures 
from all sections of the Press—Left 
and Right, i sympathise with him 
and l think the lectures will cut 
very little ice, and quite rightly, for 
They are for the most part far more 
out of touch with any important 
aspect of contemporary reality that 
Mr. Amis is. 

Yet i cannot help wishing he 
would replace that sense of guilt 
which he refers to in the last para¬ 
graph of his pamphlet by something 
a bit more tough-minded. For one 
thing—as one English lecturer to 
another—1 think it would make him 
a better writer. 
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CUTTING FROM THE "DAILY V/OBKER" 

12tb February, 1957, 


-r 



Some of My Best Fr 

are Intellectuals 


K ingsley amis, univer¬ 
sity lecturer, jazz pundit 
and author of the best- 

i selling “Lucky Jim,” has 
written a Fabian pamphlet on 
Socialism and the Intellectuals. 
f It will be rather widely read 
as Mr. Amis has become well 
known as a “representative” 
^Jntype. He is, everyone knows, 
^^^typical of the younger intellec¬ 
tuals who got their education 
not at Eton and Oxford 
(though, in fact, Mr. Amis 
happened to go to the latter), 
but at the local grammar 
school and the nearest-but-one 
provincial university. 

I think the claim of representative¬ 
ness made for Mr. Amis (he doesn’t 
make it himself and is a nice, modest 
chap, sensibly enough not above or 
below cashing in on the situation 
with his eyes open) has a good deal 
in it. 

His outlook on life—dislike of pre¬ 
tentiousness, snobbery, idealistic 
windbaggery, the ruling Establish¬ 
ment : a predisposition in favour of 
democracy, peace, a common-sense 
rationalism. Socialism—is widespread 
and sympathetic enough. 

He is more serious than he pre¬ 
te nds to want you to think him, 
^^kough less serious than some of his 
^^ins would like us—and him—to 
think. 

For these among other reasons his 

• pamphlet is worth reading, particu¬ 
larly if you don't consider yourself 
an intellectual. It won’t tell you 
much about Socialism, but it is a 
significant social document of the 
day. 

Assumptions 

Quite obviously, Communists and 
£ militant trade unionists will find 
. plenty to disagree with in Kingsley 
‘ Amis’ attitude to life. Quite apart 
|l from various specific questions of 
Y fact and policy, they will suspect 
1 and dislike the cynical and negative 
I tone of his pamphlet. And they 

I may feel tempted to throw it aside 
with a contemptuous and possibly 
unprintable epithet. 

I think they will be wrong if 
they do so, for Kingsley Amis is 
as much a part of the world of 
1957 as television, rock ’n' roll and 
the F.A. Cup, and—I want to say 
this emphatically—not the least 
progressive part either. 

Kingsley Amis’ pamphlet is pub¬ 
lished by the Fabian Society, but 
one of the interesting things about 
it is that its basic political 
assumptions —I don’t mean policy 
or tone—are nearer to Marxism 
than to most Social-Democratic 
thinking. It is worth examining 
some of these basic assumptions, 
which aren’t clearly stated, but 
underlie the political attitudes ex¬ 
pressed. 

“| He assumes that capitalism has, 
in the long run at least, had 
it, and that Socialism is the society 
of the future. 


iy He assumes that there is a 
& class struggle and that progres¬ 
sive people have to be on the side 
of the working class in that struggle. 

3 He is a materialist, recognising 
the fundamental significance of. 
economic interest in the political 
struggle. He says, for instance, 
about his own boredom with 
politics : 

“ Obviously the reasons for 
mine are that I feel my security 
is not threatened—perhaps it is, 
but, no matter, it doesn’t seem 
to be.’* 

It is true that this materialism Is, 
to the Marxist, quite inadequate, 
being crude and mechanical instead 
of dialectical and creative; but that 
is another matter. . . . 


Typical 


Mr. Amis probably wouldn't agree 
that his outlook is deeply influenced 
by Marxism. He has some pretty 
silly things to say about Com¬ 
munists. Communism, he tells us, 
has two particular attractions for 

I intellectuals looking for a cause; it 
offers certainty and violence. I’m 
afraid that if he ever gets around 
to joining the Communist Party, 
which I hope he will, he is in for a 
disappointment. 

What is perhaps most interesting 
is Kingsley Anus’ attitude to the 
social group to which he and I 
belong—the middle-class intellec¬ 
tuals. He sees them—as a group, 
of course, not as individuals—as 
essentially smug, despite their 
Sophistication: self-deceiving, for all 
their frankness, and in their politi¬ 
cal attitudes essentially romantic, 
despite their cynicism. 

I think the picture he paints is 
very largely true. Unfortunately, 
however, because he insists on 


says ARNOLD KETTLE 


identifying himself to a very large 
extent with what he sees through, 
the picture remains incomplete and 
his pamphlet itself takes on much 
of the shoddy and superficial quality 
which he shrewdly exposes. 

1 think Kingsley Amis is typical 
of scores of decent Leftish intellec¬ 
tuals who sec pretty clearly the 
moral rottenness and political bank¬ 
ruptcy of British capitalism, but for 
a variety of reasons, some good, 
some bad, jib at taking the actions 
necessary to alter things. 

Naturally they will get no inspira¬ 
tion or confidence from the Labour 
Party as long as it is dominated by 
Right Wing ideas, basic acceptance 
of imperialism and fear and mis¬ 
trust of radical Socialism wherever 
it appears in the world. 

Idealism 

And naturally m a world near the 
climax of international class 
struggle in which the issues of 
political power have crude and ugly 
features, it often seems the easiest 
and least compromising way to 
contract out of political responsi¬ 
bility and retire into a disenchanted 
cynicism mixed with embittered 
idealism. 

It was relatively easy for pro¬ 
gressive intellectuals in the *30s to 
become politically active. At home 
they saw the human degradation of 
unemployment and Tory hypocrisy 
and felt in their own lives the eco¬ 
nomic instability of capitalism. 
Abroad they saw the rise of fascism 
and its hideous threat not only to 
peace and social advance but to all 


liberal ideas and humanitarian prin¬ 
ciples. 

But anti-Toryism, anti-fascism 
and a rather idealistic sympathy 
for Socialism, though admirable 
enough as far as they go, don’t 
serve in the middle of the 20th 
century as sufficient guide to poli¬ 
tical understanding and action. 

I They may lead you to vote Labour 
(and even to lend your car and stick 
a card in your window at election 
times, as Mr. Amis does) and to be 
on the right side over Spain and 
Suez; but they don’t help sufficient!; 
with the tougher but no less vita' 
issues—how to transform the Labou 
Party into a real Socialist party, hov 
to understand what happened it 
Hungary, how to get the hang o 
the real depth and meaning o 
Marxism, how, without despising oj 
denying the allegiances of one’s en¬ 
vironment, to make oneself a bit 
more than a middle-class intellectual. 

The most difficult and most im¬ 
portant political problem for 
intellectuals is to see themselves 
with some degree of objectivity anu 
modesty in the historical situa;>n 
we find ourselves in. 

The ignorance and unrealism of 
the four Oxford students just back 
from Hungary is less terrifying 
than their unspeakable arrogance. 

And behind that arrogance is a 
combination — no' doubt quite un¬ 
conscious—of the Herrenvolk men¬ 
tality of an imperialist ruling class 
and a special modern brand of 
spiritual pride fed bv the Orwells 
and Kocstlers and their like into 
the middle-class intelligentsia. 

The middle-class intellectuals as 
the conscience of the world. The 
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PP.293.2H, 


CUTTING PROM THE "DAILY WORKER" 


Monday 11th February 1957 . 


1 


THOSE ANGRY 
YOUNG MEN 

* 


" Kingsley Amis is as much 
a part of the world of 1957 
as television, rock V roll 
and the F.A. Cup,” 

says 

ARNOLD KETTLE 

in a special article 

TOMORROW I 

on Kingsley Amis's pam¬ 
phlet "Socialism and the 
Intellectual.” 
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To :—Box 500, 

Parliament Street B.O., 
London, S.W.l. 

Date .281 h .May., 1 9$6 ».... 


From :— The Chief Constable, 

.K. 

Our Ref.: SW. 225. A. 

Your Ref: PF. 293>24V^* 1 • A. 


Naine : AMIS, Kingsley V, r il 1 .iam. 

Please note the following *additional/*amended information in respeot of the above: 

Address/May, 1956. "Windsor House", Glanmor Road, Swansea. \ 


Employment: 
(occupation : employer: 
military service details. 

etc.) 


Personal Details: 
1 Birth date 

etc.) 


Political activity: 
status, etc. 



Miscellaneous: 

Member of the Committee of Honour of The National Campaign 
for the Abolition of Capital Punishment* and a committee 
member of the Swansea Branch of this Association. 


Respectfully submitted. 
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EXTRACT , 

TOP SECRET 

EXTRACT FOR FILE No...; NAME.AMX3. 

The enclosed documents, in which reference is made to the subjeot of 
this file, formed part of the Communist Party’s record of 

Name.Oxford University,. Goamunist..■ActiyitJLea. at;-. 

Filed at serial.... 5&7y.z, .in file no. S.F.. . 468 / 2 ..Vol.,.43* . 

F.4. ref..„Q37/9....Date. 5 . 4 . 56 *. 

Extracted on.25»7*57*.by.JEP-..Section.2.6.. 

which was obtained through Operation Party Piece (L.477/1). 

WARNING 

No mention of the material as a whole, nor of its origin, may be made in 
correspondence outside this offioe, nor may it be quoted verbatim. Items of 
information likely to be overtly known ( e.g. Party position) may be quoted, but 
if in doubt please refer to F.4. 


/ 


TOP SECRET 
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(52614) Wt.46929- 7989 200.000 S/56 A & E.W.LTD. Gp.677 

S. Form 81/rev. 1S.53 \ D EXTRACT 

ft i / 1 

V* 1 

^^SSract for File No. • P.F. 29 3 ,244. ____...... ..Name: _ .AMIS.*....._ 

Original in File No.: * -S...E*... U68/2. ....VoL: 13* ..Serial587 yz» Receipt Date 5.6..- __ 

£ Original from .Under Ref.: Q37/9..---Dated : JQfiffjl AS$tZs _ 

Extracted on_25»7*57*.-.— -- _ w. by :__JEB*...Section: _£.*6* ... 

a Extrac t from Infor mation received by Communist Party Headquarters 

I re Commu n ist Activities at Oxford University, obtained through 

II O peration Party Piece , ment: comrade Kingsley AMIS. 

S ° 

D « 

as 

Jj o Rose remained on Branch Committee until he was called up in later in May* 

« | Pie recommended that Comrade Kingsley Amis who was greatly under the 

$ h influence of Rose with whom he had been at school and any other strong 

^■5 minded person v/ho liked to exert influence as Branch Secretary when he re 

Jlk resigned* When Amis was called up, Comrade Y/ynne Parsons, a very loyal 

comrade but one whose understanding of student work was not fully developed 
£ and who was extremely busy with his first exams, succeeded him* 
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8 i £ ■ 


293,244/-. 1# ,/2BP 


2let July 1955 


Dear 




Kingsley V.illiaxa /J'IS. 
ii-^AshTbom; l6» 4» 22 


Lcctm < er_at University College, Swansea. 

V/e have been infonred that subject left England to\visit 

Tortugal, probably for 3 months, on 20th Juno, 1955.V? 

AIU3 xmB reliably reported, v.hen at his University in 
^242, to be 3 keen and proi-ising new iacau^cr of the Ocnjaunist 
Tarty, In 1944 it was reported that, while in th© Army, ha 
was a recipient of Co j&unlst leteraburej at this tine his 
Commending Officer described him as young, inexperienced ona 
inclined to talc© extremist views towards most aspects of 
I6fe, and to make controversial statements in the hope of 
creating an impression. 

iiMIS has not com© to adverse notice since 1944, and in 
1949 vre received a report on hia indicating that he did not 
apoear to indulge in any Comuni3t activities at least in 
the locality of his home. 

we should be grateful if you would let us |$now should 
he come to your notice while h& is in Portugal, ffe should 
not, however, wish the i ortuguoa© authorities to be made 
aware of our information on AMIS. ^ 


- 


Yours sincerely, 


OBEY 


6 < 


"\ 




\ 


for 3, B. Part r i cl ge. 


/ 


\ 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 


o a o 

■ U- n 


From :— The Chief Constable, 

.SWANSEA.. 

Our Ref.: SW 225* 

Your Ref: PF. 293,2i4+/F. 1 .A. 


To :—Box 500, 

Pauli ament Street B.O., 
London, S.W.l. 

Date .3th July, 1955* 


Name: AMIS, Kingsley William. 

Pleasi note the following *additional/*amffiJCted information in respeot of the above: 

Address: 


Employment: 
(occupation : employer: 
military service details. 

etc.) 


Personal Details: 
tBirth date 

etc.) 




a i\ 


Pr~ 2 9 


Political activity : 
status, etc. 


Miscellaneous: Left Swansea with bis family to visit 

Portugal on 25th Juno, 1955. 


Respectfully submitted. 


/ 
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1/ 


Detective Sergeant 34. 


Chief Constable. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Our Ref .: P.F. 293,244/F. 1.A. 
Date: 13* 5» 55- 


* Delete rb To the * Chief Constable of SWANSEA. 

necessary 


r V- ^ 

f# ,>A , 

* juJ 

BOX 900. 

PARLIAMENT STREET^B.O., 
LONDON, 8.W.I. 

: CD) 

M 






The Director General would be glad to receive any further information 
you may have about the individual mentioned below. 

Please complete personal'particulars and add any further information to 
this form and return one copy, retaining the other for your records. 

Name: AMIS, Kingsley William. M.A. (Oxon) 

Alias : 

Address(es) : 1942:3,Highfield Road, HERKHAMP^TEAD,Herts. 

(give dates) l949:Marriners Cottage,lowlands Street,EXNSHAM,Oxon. 
1954:24,The Crove,Uplands,SWANSEA. 


£N 


Identity Number: 

Nat.: British. 

Born at : Clapham. 

On: 16 . 4.22 

Occupation/Employer: l949:Student - St.John's College,Oxford. 

1953:Lecturer, University College of Swansea 

English Language and Literature. 



"■Personal 
Description : 

Security 
Information : 


1942: flember of tne Oxford Branch of the Communist Partv, 


C.C. Ref. : S V/ 225* 


For use of Chief Constable. 


20th June, 1955* 


Jy 

t/\< 


Amis lias not previously come to notice in this County 
Borough as a person of security interest. 

Enquiries reveal that he came to live at Swansea about . 
six years ago and since then has been employed as a lecturer 
at the Swansea University. o'/ XA 

y v* 

Information has been received that his political outlook 
is that of a Socialist with a strong leaning tov/ards the extreme 
left wing. 

he is the author of the novel 'Luoky Jim' which was published 

Continue overleaf If necessary. ( Gont inued Overleaf) 

r 

•Personal descriptions, unless specifically asked for, are not required by Box 600. 

6. Fohm 35‘2A/rev. ».54. 
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in 1954- &nd was av/arded the Somerset . Maugham prize of £400 
as the most promising novelist of 1 * 954 - In order to obey a 
condition of the av/ard Amis is expected to visit Portugal shortly 
widi his wile and family and spend three montlis there learning tlie 
manners and customs of the people. Amis has also written another 
novel 'That uncertain feeling* trfcioh will.be published next month- 

lie resides with his v/ife,Xaliir/Xnf'ohildren; Phillip aged 
? years; Martin aged 5 years and Sally Ifjrfanwy aged 14 months at 
No. 24> The Grove, Uplands, Swansea. 

Amis^is knovm to be friendly with Mrs. Margaret Aeron Thomas, 

' lUUr Kei erence O.G. 222 , 402 /N -4/jQMN. ) v/ho often visits his home. 



vj: 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 

Onr Ref .: 295,244/^* I.a. 

Date: 15# 5* 55# 

iry 7 '° ^ ‘Chief Constable of SWAIfSKA* 


/ f 

f f 

U l 

BOX 900. 

PARLIAMENT STREET B.O 
LONDON, S.W.l. 


* cUmWndef/ 


r~" '■■ 4 |'bav.T^Ht G uiniidiv!d , .if.l *" y ,,lrtl,or 

*• assets r^rzisr-""" - 

Name: AMIS, Kin^aley 1 M iwiAj 

Alias : 

AodressIEs) : 1942! j,.ligbfield _.oad,S-MHAHPiTKAD^Harts. 

(give dates) 949:Marriners Cotta^.Mewlani, 3trwt.EYM3UASJ.0zon. 
1954:24, x ae Trove, Uplands,SWAHS&u 


Identity Num her: 

Nat. : 3^^^ 

Born at: clapha £ 

On: 

Occupation/Employer: If 

tQ« :, rf" at “ ht#John’s College,Oxford* 

1955:lecturer, University College of Swansea. 


* Personal 
Description : 

Security 
Information : 


1942: Member of the Oxford Branch of the Coomunia 


C.C. Ref. 


For use of Chief Constable 


f 


\/f 

;w 

\rA 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 


From :—Box 500, 

Parliament Street, B.O., 
London, S.W.l. 

° n> R( t' : P.F.293,242*/?.1.A. 

Your Ref.: SB ,/ A 29 of 21 . 4 . A9 


To :— The Chief Constable, 

OXFORD. 

Date .13 *5 *-55*. 


Name: 


rt’.ilo# i-Ciu^oio j Viliiaifl. 


Please note the following additional/amended information in respect of the above 
Full Names: 


@ : 

Address(es): 

(Give dates) 


1934* 24,The Grove, Uplands,SWANSEA. 


Identity No.: 

Nat.: 

Born at: 
on: 

0 Emp?oye“; ^.Leotu^. 

diuveraxty College of Swansea. 


Security Information : 


Miscellaneous : Swansea has been informed. 


Note: —Information sought for record purposes is: 

(a) Identification data (t.e., name, full Christian names; alias(es) ; address(es) 
date of birth; identity number; occupation/employer) 

(b) Details of the person’s relationship with a suspect organisation ( e.g as 
a member, active or otherwise; or official; or an associate, close or 
casual, etc.) 


S. Form 283/rev.4.55 


© Crown Copyright 
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FF 293,2W/r. 1. V:. f rj. 

PCS 1752 . 


// 


1955 « 


Dear 


Ur4l. 

R1 

i 4 r 

IK. 


Klmaley vdlllan /i.tZS 


Please refer to your vetting enquiry H3E *1752 
received 12 .April, 1955* 

Kingsley William AI4I3 was reliably reported, 
when at Me University in 1942, to be a keen and pro- 
lidsing nor/ .neniber of Uic Conounist B&rty. In 1%4 it 
was reported that, while in the /*rsy, he was a I'ecipient 
of Coraaanist literature | at th iiae his Conna ndlng Qfficejl 
Officer described him as young, inexperienced and inclined 
to take extremist views towards most aspects of life and 
to make contrcr/eroial statements in the hope of creating 
an impression. 

AlfTS ha© not come to adverse notice since 1944, and 
in 1949 we received a report on him indicating that lie 


J*E,D. Street Esq*, 
Foreign Office* 


/did not appear**...* 
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hp 293»2*4/0. i. . 

-2- 

did not appear to indulge in any CocEauniet activities 
at least in the locality of Ms horae. 

/.lay v/e please have your decision in this case as 
soon as possible* 

Yours sincerely, .. 



J*2.B* Street list,*. 
Foreign Office* 

Enct |(. 

ItyVj. 


© Crown Copyright 
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V. 


HSV29J,244* 


Kingsley illiam Afcl ) was reliably reported to be a keen 
am promising new ntisribor of the Joukouniat Party at his University 
in i in it was reported tnatj whllo 111 the Arityj he 

was a *ocipiont of Oairainist livor&turej at tiisuiiia ills 
aoLkiiOiisiJ.n^ Officer dowarisued hiii as young, inox 4 eriOiiQod r-iry i 
imlined to take extreiiist views towards iaoat aspects of life and 
to i&oke controversial sta’ueui&nts in the tiope of creating an 
impression. 

AidI3 has not coiae to adverse notice 3irce 1944, and in 1949 
we received a report on him indicating that he did not appear to 
iaidulge in ar$r Cotaauniat activities at least in the locality of 
his harce. 



V 
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rr' 


r 


CONFIDENTIAL 




Department reference 


TO: 1. I.R.D. 


FCE 1752 


Serial No. 


FROM: G.I.D. * 


2. Security Department. 




Have you any record of the undermentioned who is proposed as a 
* sponsored visitor/lecturer to Germany 

.... 

on (Date) not . at fixed 


* (No) Previous Report (Oij^^ 

* (Delete as required) 


Surname 


AMIS 


(Oxon) 




xm 


Name at Ba th if different from above 

Christian Names ^Sslay William 

Official Address University College of Swansea 

Tel. No. 57^05 

Home Address 

Tel. No. 

Date of Birth no ^ known 

Place of Birth . not known 

Present occupation University Leo Surer in English, University College, S ansea 
Recommended by . Cultural Relations Division, Cologne* 


M2954 46940—4 


t 
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vivn jl 


I 


From :— The Chief Constable, 

• .QXF.QHD. 

Our fief.: 3.B./A. 29. 

Your fief: H.S. 293,244. 


1 

To .—Box 500, / 

Parliament Street B.O., 
London, S.W.L 

Date. .21 st.Ap.ri.l,.J 943.... 


Name: AMIS, Kingsley William. 

Please note the following' *adJitional information in respeot of tlie above- 

1949: 

Address^ Marriners Cottage, Newlands Street, Eynsham, Qxon. 

Employment: Is still a student at St. John's College, Oxford, 

(occupation : employer: 
military service details, 

etc.) 


Personal Details: 
(Birtlidafre 

etc.) 


Political activity: 
status, etc. 


Miscellaneous: 







THIS IS A COPY 
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 
3(4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
ACT 1958 J -iC'b 
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CONFIDENTIAL.. 


From:— The Chief Constable, 

.tf.i.e.l..HERTFORDSHIRE.. 
Our Ref.: CID. c/497. 
your Ref: HS.293,244 



a 


To :—Box 500, 

Parliament Street B.O., 
London, S.W.l. 

/)a te. .1st. Apr 11 , 194 9. 


Name: AMIS Kingsley Wlll iaip .— 

Please note the following additional/ameuded information in respect of the above: 

Address: La te of 26, Shrublands Hoad, Berkhamsted. 

Left above address In November, 1947, and now 
believed to be living in Oxford. Previously 
resided at 19, St. John Street, Oxford. 
Employment: (O.C. Oxford informed 1.4.49). 

(occupation : employer: 

military service details, Served with Royal Corps of Signals. Demobilised 

etc.) In October, 1945. 


Personal Details: 16.4.22. 
(Birthdate DEE. 5183129. 

etc.) 


Political activity: Was a member of Oxford Branch of the C.P. in 
status, etc. 1942. 


Miscellaneous: No evidence of Communistic activities while in 
the Herts P.D. Parents reside at Berkhamsted 
and are respectable persons. Stated to have 
b6en hotheaded in the Pcrces but to have 
“quietened down" following demobilsation. 


THIS IS A COPY 
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 
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ACT 1958 Q 2.0^1= _ 


p» V t r 7 


Jm 









Noth:: Information fought for record purposes is: for/chief Cons tab leT^' 1 ' 

(n) identification data i i.c., name, full Christian names: alias(es); address(es) 
date ol birth occupation/employer) .r\f 

(//) Facts regarding the individual’s relationship with a politi&fipfm ( e .q. 

as a member, active or otherwise: or official: or as an assomtft,? close or 
casual, etc., eto.) j / ,\„iV 


S. Form 
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Prom: Captain D.H. HIGHTQN 


SECRET & PERSONAL 


G.S.I. \ & 

H*Q*, British Army of the Rhine, 

3. A. 0*R. 


CIB/SEC/2171(Ami) 


^ y October. 194^. 


Dear 


SL^UjlX 


$ 


y 


In reply to your letter of the 4th July, 1945, 
Lt* ALUS has now been demobilized, so I am afraid I 
have been unable to get another report from his previous 
Commanding Officer* 


, n* r . ^ 


Yours ^ L ‘m- ■ V 

jj 


f o 


?6^ 


Lt*Col* J. Baskervyle-Glegg, 
Room 055 j 
W ar Office, 

Whitehall. SW1* 


LJL-- 


cv> 


DH/JMG. 

PL l«. • 

r/K a 


€Ui\/ 


To>Av 
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URGENT. 


RECEIPT FORM. 


'ly fy Army Form A16 

1 ’ (Pads of 100). 


To be completed and 
returned immediately in 
* single unregistered 
^velope to 


laeut. Colonel J. Baskervyle-Glegg, 

... Room 055, War Office, 

w..tM.teball, ...... y 

ereby acknowledge the receipt of the undermentioned :— 


Ref. No. 

No. of 
copies 

Copy 

Numbers 

Distribu Hon 

293244/lMJ of 

1 enc; 


Major A. Rider. 

4th July 1945 ... 




—-— Jis* -— 


---""*****- 

. * 



./ 



-7*3 

dZt<<x l 


r 


(/ J l JLS i 


!^^ dress it 


REMARKS 




Note : The title of a Secret or Confidential Document must not be written on this Form. 

Ml 5058/3644. 30M. 9/44. W.B.&S. 52-4743. 
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Boo.i Of55, 


293244/1*'U, 


4th July, 194S. 


PsftT Jiider, 

1 jauch obliged for your 21 a to/IMJ/ 
21/l(/ j of 24th Jane i£»4ii relating to tlio 
case of Lieut* j£*W. Adld.. 

I an interested in what the C.O. his to 
say about this officer, particularly as it 
tends to oonfira what we already jav?w about 
)ujb* Jhere seeias to be little doubt that 
hit> left-wing opinions have not clianged to 
anj' extent sLicc ho first oa<.te to notice, und 
accordingly think that he should ret ain 
under observation for the tiac being. 

,; °uld you therefore be kind enough to 
ask the C.O. to let us h*ve a further report 
os Lieut. A..I5 in duo course. 

Yours sincerely. 


fit. Cal. 


r& 

J. ^askorvyle-Gleg^. 


ajor Am Rider, 
u* L. X. (b). , 
tain Headquarters, 

2i Army droup, ill 


V /I* C/XSK 
1 enc j 

« An 


7 
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From: - Capt, D»H. HXGHTON 


SECRET ci EB3S0KAL 


i ■ 






GS 1 1 * Eeadouartera, 

21 Array Groups, BLA 


21 A C-p/XH r X/2l 71 (A) • - 

/7 

Dear , 


o 




June, 1945. 


Lieut. K. 7. AtiXS 91 TO S^ect KGS. BLA. 


Reference your 293^iVF.2.a./:k& elated 13 flay 45. 

I have communicated with the a/n man's CO said his 
report is as follows 

II He lias served under my command for nearly two 
years and during that time X have not found him a 
particularly inspiring personality. He is obviously 
well read, but a bit young and inexperienced in the 
ways of life. In discussions lie has always tended to 
tahe extremist views towards most aspects of life and 
gives the impression of trying to compensate for his 
rather nebulous personality by making e:ctreme and con¬ 
troversial statements in the hope that it will create an 
iirpr essior_. 1 have consulted his Coy Cornel v/iio confirms 
these views and further states he has not shewn any 
extremist tendency in liis work or in his associations 
with liis colleagues. I would add that my own view is 
tiiaw if he tried to tliere are few people who would take 
him seriously. 1 ' 



Oi 


EDL 
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y sent to H.Q. 21 Army Gp. 

293244/F. 2. a. AMO. 

Lieut. K.W. AMIS. 

91 JO. Sect. B.C.S. . 

B. L> A. 


This Officer came to notice in 1942 

\ a student at Oxford University when he 
a reported to be a very promising net? 

member of the Oxford branch of the Communist 

Party. 

Since being in the Amy and in B.L.A. 
he is known to have been in touch with the 
Headquarters of the Daily Worker and it 
is therefore reasonable to suppose that hie 
political views have not changed in any \:ay. 

He has not been under observation and it 
is therefore considered desirable, if present 
circumstances now permit, to obtain an up-to- 
date report on him from his C.O. H® Is 
at present N.y. P.D.C. 


13th May. 19 




cp 
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Extract from Papers 



General Particulars 


1 . 


4. 


Pull name (at birth if different) 

Kingsley William AMIS. 

Births Date: 

Nationality (at birth; British. 
Now (if different): 
Particulars of change: 


16.4.22. Place: Clapham, London. 


5. (a) Present address (or on enlistment): (b) Former address : 

3. Highfield Road, Berkhamsted, Herts. (on enlistment). 
26, Shrubland s Road, Berkhamsted, Herts. (3.2.43.) 

6 . Religion : C of K. 

7. Description and Medical Category: 




Height: 5' 9^ 
Weight: 144 lbd. 


Eyes : Blue. complexion: Fresh. 

Marks: 

"A" 


Hair: L. Brown. Med. Cat. 

H. Civilian occupation .and Ministry of Labour Code with interpretation: 

Student. 

9. Names, addresses and nationalities (now and at birth) of: 


Father: English 
William Robert AMIS. 
Formerly: above address) 
1943: 26, Shrubland3 Road, 

Berkhamsted, Herts. 


Wife or 
husband: 

(and date of marriage) 


Mother: Engliih 
R.A* AMIS. 


Next of kin: 

(if different 
with relationship) 


Fat he r. 


10 . Education: 


^ity of London School. Sept: 1934 - March 1941. 
St. John's Coll. Oxford. Aplril:J.94l - 


11 . Other items of interest 


THIS IS A COPY 
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 
3(4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
ACT 1958 Uu* 
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Service Particulars: 

Personal 

12. XXMfc- number: 267359 (Army No: previously - 6477599 


13. Present rank: Lieut. 

14. Regiment or Corps: R» Signals. 

16. Enlistment (if deferred, date of call-up): 


6.6. 41. Embodied.: 10. 7. 42. 


16. Previous service: J.T.C. 1936-1941. 

3.T.C. Ox. University from 1941. 

17. Decorations: nil 

18. Disciplinary offences : 


19. 


Postings: (first, last, embarkations and disembarkations) 

6.6.41. Attested. Royal Fusiliers. 

Relegated ClaSs W (T) Reserve. 
Embodied. 1st Sig. T.C. 

Posted 152 O.C.T.U. R. Signals. 
Joined 150 O.C.T.U. R. Signals. 

Commissioned. 2/Lt. R. Signals. 
Posted to 3 Coirmand Signals. 


10.7.42. 
26. 7.42. 

21.9.42. 

16.3. 43. 


( Prom A. P. B. 200b. ) 
(prom A.P. B.2616. ) 


No further postings shown. 


If Commissioned also: — 


Date of O.C.T.U. 
Choice of Units: 


26. 7. 42. 

Royal Signals. 
Infantry. 

Royal Engineers. 


Posting on Commission : 


16.3.43. 2/Lt. 3 Command Signals. 


*23. Type of Commission : Emergency Commission: 


24. References : 


P.R. DAIK, 


Headmaster, City of London School, 
c/o Marlborough College. 


Report by Dean 
of St. John's Coll: 
Oxford: 

25. O.C.T.U. Reports: 


A pleasant man though a little lacking in vigour. His 
work is good; he is industrious and obtained disbtncti 

in one examination. He is very interested in politics 
and perhaps has devoted too much time to them. 

C ommandant 1 s renarks. 


Young cadet with littfce Army experience. Very keen and cheerful 
and possess a mind of his own. His powers of leadership and command 
have much improved and he only wants practical experience in a field 
unit to become a good officer. In ny opinion he should not be 
sent to an Advanced Wireless Coui'fce until he has served for at least 
3 months in a field unit. 

14.3.43. 


26. Date papers extracted and returned : 
Vf.S. F2a. 


9.11.44./ 


© Crown Copyright 



The National Archives' reference KV-2-4399_73.jpg 



© Crown Copyright 








The National Archives' reference KV-2-4399_74.jpg 


12^JIM* 


Miss Bowlby, 
R*1* London* 



• May wg please see the Personal Papers of Lieut 
Kingsley William AMIS, Royal Signals* 


P. 2a/J44* 
5*11* 44. 
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DATE 


ACTIVITIES 


s;i. 


27.4.42. Kingsley W ff TS was mentioned in nn intercepted. Int.lei| 

P.D.H. letter from Val WALKER, 7, Olisson Road. Cambridge, WALKER 
to Ernie KEELTEG, The Bookshop, Hythe Bridge Rd, KEELIN' 

Oxford. AMIS is reported ns being a very 201, 80 : 

promising new member oT the r.yford branch the 2 

Communist Par tv, keen to break down the Oxford 
sectarianism both in relation to the student 
movement and the Party, and is already on good 
terms'with the local Y.C.L. 


17.7.42. 

P.D.H. 


Kingsley William \MTS , National 
Number YT)Xa/ 4/3242. matriculated 
College Oxford, from the City of 


Registration 
to St John’s 
London school 
on 3rd May 3 91.il. He is'♦the only son of William 
Robert AMIS, an export clerk of 3, Highfield 
Road, Berkhamstead, Herts . } and has not come 
to the notice of the Oxford Pollce in connection 
with Communism before. 


12 
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